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Prophet Noah
All thanks are due to Allah, the Most-Generous. I bear witness that there is nothing worthy of
worship except him. He has no partners. May Allah send peace and blessings upon his final
messenger.
Servants of Allah, We will talk today about Prophet Noah, peace be upon him, story. For many
generations Noah's people had been worshipping statues that they called gods. They believed
that these gods would bring them good, protect them from evil and provide all their needs.
They gave their idols names such as Wadd, Suwa', Yaghuth, Ya'auq, and Nasr. They thought that
these gods were possessed. Allah the Almighty revealed: {They (idolaters) have said: "You
shall not leave your gods nor shall you leave Wadd, nor Suwa, nor Yaghuth, nor Ya uq nor
Nasr (names of the idols)."} [71:23 Quran].
Originally these were the names of good people who had lived among them. After their deaths,
statues of them were erected to keep their memories alive. After sometime, however, people
began to worship these statues. Later generations did not even know why they had been
erected; they only knew their parents had prayed to them. That is how idol worshipping
developed. Since they had no understanding of Allah the Almighty Who would punish them for
their evil deeds, they became cruel and immoral.
Allah in His Mercy sent His messenger Noah to guide his people. Noah was an excellent
speaker and a very patient man. He pointed out to his people the mysteries of life and the
wonders of the universe. Noah's people were divided into two groups after his warning. His
words touched the hearts of the weak, the poor, and the miserable and soothed their wounds
with its mercy. As for the rich, the strong, the mighty and the rulers they looked upon the
warning with cold distrust. They believed they would be better off if things stayed as they
were. Therefore they started their war of words against Noah. First they accused Noah of
being only human like themselves. Allah says: {The chiefs of the disbelievers among his
people said: "We see you but a man like ourselves."} [11:27 Quran]. He, however, had never
said anything other than that. He asserted that, indeed, he was only a human being; Allah had
sent a human messenger because the earth was inhabited by humans. If it had been inhabited
by angels Allah would have sent an angelic messenger. The contest between the polytheists
and Noah continued. The rulers had thought at first that Noah's call would soon fade on its
own. When they found that his call attracted the poor, the helpless and common laborers, they
started to verbally attack and taunt him: 'You are only followed by the poor, the meek and the
worthless.' Allah the Almighty says: {Indeed We sent Noah to his people (he said): "I have
come to you as a plain Warner that you worship none but Allah, surely, I fear for you the
torment of a painful Day." the chiefs of the disbelievers among his people said: "We see
you but a man like ourselves, nor do we see any follow you but the meanest among us and
they too followed you without thinking. And we do not see in you any merit above us in
fact we think you are liars.}[11:25-27]
Thus the conflict between Noah and the heads of his people intensified. The disbelievers tried
to bargain: "Listen Noah, if you want us to believe in you, then dismiss your believers. They are
meek and poor, while are elite and rich; no faith c an include us both." Noah listened to the
heathens of his community and realized they were being obstinate. However, he was gentle in
his response. He explained to his people that he could not dismiss the believers as they were
not his guests but Allah's. Noah appealed to them: {O my people! I ask of you no wealth for
it, my reward is from none but Allah. I am not going to drive away those who have

believed. Surely, they are going to meet their Lord, but I see that you are a people that are
ignorant. O my people! Who will help me against Allah, if I drove them away? Will you not
then give a thought? And I do not say to you that with me are the Treasures of Allah nor
that I know the unseen, nor do I say I am an angel, and I do not say of those whom your
eyes look down upon that Allah will not bestow any good on them. Allah knows what is in
their inner selves (regards to Belief). In that case, I should, indeed be one of the Zalimeen
(wrongdoers, oppressors).}[11:29-31 Quran]. Noah refuted the arguments of the
disbelievers with the noble knowledge of the prophets. It is the logic of intellect that rids itself
of personal pride and interests.
Noah continued to call his people to believe in Allah for nine hundred fifty years. Allah the
Almighty said: {Indeed We sent Noah to his people and he stayed among them a thousand
years less fifty years (inviting them to believe in the Oneness of Allah (Monotheism) and
discard the false gods and other deities)} [29:14 Quran]
Noah saw that the number of believers was not increasing, while that of the disbelievers was.
He was sad for his people, but he never reached the point of despair. There came a day when
Allah revealed to Noah that no others would believe. Allah inspired him not to grieve for them
at which point Noah prayed that the disbelievers be destroyed. He said: "My Lord! Leave not
one of the disbelievers on the earth. If you leave them, they will mislead Your slaves and
they will beget none but wicked disbeliveers." [71:27 Quran]. Allah accepted Noah's prayer.
The case was closed, and He passed His judgment on the disbelievers in the form of a flood.
Allah the Exalted ordered His worshipper Noah to build an ark with His knowledge and
instructions and with the help of angels. Almighty Allah commanded: {And construct the ship
under Our Eyes and with Our Inspiration and address Me not on behalf of those who did
wrong; they are surely to be drowned.} [11:37 Quran]
Prophet Noah chose a place outside the city, far from the sea. He collected wood and tools and
began to day and night to build the ark. The people's mockery continued: "O Noah! Does
carpentry appeal to you more than prophethood? Why are you building an ark so far from the
sea? Are you going to drag it to the water or is the wind going to carry it for you?" Noah
replied: "You will come to know who will be put to shame and suffer." Allah the Almighty says:
{As he was constructing the ship, whenever the chiefs of his people passed by him, they made
a mockery of him. He said : "If you mock at us, so do we mock at you likewise for your
mocking. And you will know who it is on whom will come a torment that will cover him
with disgrace and on whom will fall a lasting torment.} [11:38-39 Quran]. The ship was
constructed, and Noah sat waiting Allah's command. Allah revealed to him that when water
miraculously gushed forth from the oven at Noah's house that would be the sign of the start of
the flood, and the sign for Noah to act. Almighty Allah says: {So it was till then there came
Our Command and the oven gushed forth (water like fountains from the earth). We said:
"Embark therein, of each kind two (male and female), and your family, except him against
whom the Word has already gone forth, and those who believe." And none believed him
except a few.} [11:40 Quran]).
Allah told the story of Noah son thus: He (Noah) said: {Embark therein in the Name of Allah
will be its moving course and its resting anchorage. Surely, my Lord is Oft Forgiving, most
Merciful." So it (the ship) sailed with them amidst the waves like mountains, and Noah
called out to his son, who had separated himself (apart), "O my son! Embark with us and
be not with the disbelievers.} The son replied, {"I will betake myself to a mountain, it will
save me from the water." Noah said: "This day there is no savior from the Decree of Allah
except him on whom He has mercy." And a wave came in between them so he (the son)
was among the drowned.} [11: 41-43]
Allah says: {O Earth! Swallow up your water, and O sky! Withhold (your rain). The water
was diminished (made to subside) and the Decree (of Allah) was fulfilled (the destruction
of the people of Noah). And it (the ship) rested on Mount Judi, and it was said: "Away with

the people who are Zalimeen (polytheists, and wrongdoing)!} {O Noah! Come down (from
the ship) with peace from Us and blessings on you and on the people o\who are with
you(and on some of their offspring), but (there will be other) people to whom We shall
grant their pleasures (for a time), but in the end a painful torment will reach them from
Us.} [11:41-48 Quran]
Abdullah Ibn `Amr Ibn Al-`As narrated that the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "When the
death of the Messenger of Allah Noah approached, he admonished his sons: 'Indeed I
would give you far reaching advice, commanding you to do two things, and warning you
against doing two things as well. I charge you to believe that there is no god but Allah
and that if the seven heavens and the seven earths were put on one side of a scale and
the words "there is no god but Allah" were put on the other, the latter would outweigh
the former. I warn you against associating partners with Allah and against pride." [Sahih
Al-Bukhari]

